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Amani Belal Atiyyah

Published last year, but written over the course of his life, my grandfather
discusses Iraqg's political history. It gives his perspective on the wars that
have occurred and what is currently going on in the country.

A book on Irag's political history provides detailed insights into the
country's cultural evolution. Understanding political events, leadership
changes, and societal shifts helps to contextualize cultural practices and
norms, showing how they are shaped by historical developments.
Historical books serve as a bearer of knowledge. Iraq’s political history is
also a part of global history. Understanding the interactions between Iraq
and other nations, such as during the Ottoman Empire, British mandate,
or recent geopolitical conflicts, provides context for Irag's cultural
knowledge. This global perspective helps in understanding how
international politics have influenced local cultures, increasing
knowledge.
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With many lIragis having migrated all around the world to avoid
persecution, multiple wars and political unrest, passing down cultural
knowledge and history is a concern shared by older generations. I, for
one, was born in the US and have never visited Irag. It is for this reason

th

at my grandfather felt it necessary to document his experience and

participation in Iraq’s political history, first as an opposition leader, and

th

en as a participant in the political process. Through his writings, we

learn not just of Iraq’s political events, but of the culture and the

hi
ar

storical narrative that shaped those events. Books like my grandfather’s
e necessary to pass on first-hand knowledge to the next generation,

because without such books, history and culture would be eradicated.
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